MEDICINE, THE EXISTENCE OF A PHTHISICAL CONTAGIUM.
it Has been said that the discovery of the bacillus has been a direct loss, Bince it has withdrawn men from the study of those conditions of health which render futile the attacks of such invaders. We had learned how such health might often be attained, but we have not learned how to kill our bacillus. It is clear that while we are perfectly uncertain whether we thall ever be able to attack the bacillus directly in the tissues, our present duty is to render human beings able to resist its attacks. In addition to this we must determine whether the disease is contagious, and if bo how we may stop the possibility of infection. From The evidence for the frequent occurrence of infection is too strong for us to neglect precautions, yet the need of strengthening the resisting forces of our patients is as great as ever, and we urgently need a more complete knowledge of those faotors which favour or diminish the activity of th& infeotion.
